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Extent​: 7 boxes (5 linear feet) 
 




Repository​: Zach S. Henderson Library Special Collections, Georgia Southern University, 
Statesboro, GA. ​specolle@georgiasouthern.edu​. 912-478-7819. ​library.georgiasouthern.edu​.  
 
Processing Note ​:Finding aid revised in 2020 by Alyssa Windsor, Graduate Intern, under the 




INFORMATION FOR USE OF COLLECTION 
 
Conditions Governing Access: ​The collection is open for research use. Materials that 
contain FERPA- protected information such as student’s credentials, grade sheets, 
correspondence, reports, notes, applications, and disciplinary files are restricted for 75 years 
from the date of their creation.  
 
Physical Access: ​Materials must be viewed in the Special Collections Reading Room under 
the supervision of Special Collections staff.  
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use​:  
In order to protect the materials from inadvertent damage, all reproduction services are 
performed by the Special Collections staff. All requests for reproduction must be submitted 
using the Reproduction Request Form. Requests to publish from the collection must be 
submitted using the Publication Request Form. Special Collections does not claim to control 
the rights to all materials in its collection. In all instances, it is the researcher's responsibility 
1 
to obtain permission from the holders of any rights in the material being quoted, reproduced 
or published.  
 
Preferred Citation: ​[Item Identification], Edward G. Little papers], Zach S. Henderson Library 
Special Collections, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA 
 
Related Collections:  
Icelandic Sagas: textual draft/text by Edward G. Little 
Icelandic Sagas/images, Bernard Solomon; text, Edward G. Little 






Biographical History: ​Edward Grant Little was an English professor at Georgia Southern 
College (GSC) from 1964 to 1983. Before coming to GSC, Little was in the United States Air 
Force for six years and also taught at universities in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and in Europe. 
Little’s field of study eventually took him to Iceland where he stayed and conducted 
research in 1981 and 1983 for his book on the Icelandic Saga. He was an involved professor 
and was a member of the Southern Comparative Literature Association, as well as Phi 
Kappa Phi honors society of which he was twice president of Chapter 123.   
 
Scope and Content: ​This collection contains Edward G. Little’s personal and professional 
work, notes, and photographs as a professor, researcher, and scholar from 1921 until his 
passing in 1998. Included are handwritten and typed drafts and portions of his book 
Icelandic Sagas: Crossroads of Myth, History, and Sociology​, photographs from Iceland, of 
family, and of research, a great deal of research notes, as well as papers documenting. 
Little’s time in the Air Force and other group involvements.   
  
System of Arrangement: ​Box 1 contains Edward G. Little’s more personal papers, but 
papers on his time as a professor are included. Box 2 is a mix of retirement materials, 
Christmas cards, maps, and travel notes. Box 3 contains various drafts and sections of 
Icelandic Saga: Crossroads of Myth, History, and Sociology​, separated by monograph 1-6. Box 
4 is comprised of 16 folders of various handwritten notes and drafts on class work, as well as 
for the book. Box 5 is a smaller box that consists only of bundles of index cards containing 











Acquisitions Info​: Gift of Anneliese B. Little, 1998 
 
Access Points: 
Georgia Southern University Faculty 


















Biographical entries on Dr. Little, 1974-1978  1  1 
Birth certificate, McKeesport, Pa., December 1921  1  2 
Resumes  1  3 
Personal World War II chronology   1  4 
McKeesport High School 1938 football team, 1948  1  5 
English 143: Modern Drama at University of Michigan, Fall 1949  1  6 
Notes on family and friends  1  7 
Transcripts and recommendations   1  8 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 1952  1  9 
Lowry Air Force Base, 1952-1953  1  10 
United States Air Force Institute of Technology, 1953-1954  1  11 
Air Intelligence Service Wing (USAFE), 1954-1956  1  12 
Central Intelligence Agency   1  13 
Russian language basics  1  14 
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Notes on Russian language literature (esp. Song of Igor)  1  15 
Information on Jean Giono  1  16 
Little’s translation of jean Giono’s play ​Les Lanceurs des Graines  1  17 
Notes on Greek myth and legend  1  18 
Beowulf notes  1  19 
3 term papers on epics  1  20 
Notebook on Russian (University of Michigan)  1  21 
Comparative Literature 902 papers (medieval myth & tragic 
concept) 
1  22 
English 972 paper: ‘Literature and the Sociological Approach”  1  23 
Abstract of doctoral thesis  1  24 
Prospectus for doctoral thesis  1  25 
Lecture notes at Lensing Community College  1  26 
Georgia Southern College Dept. of English, Journalism, and 
Philosophy stationary 
1  27 
GSC Honors Program brochure (1970s)  1  28 
GSC Lecture Series Committee, 1975  1  29 
Student thesis on Steinbeck’s ​The Long Valley   1  30 
Photo with Dale Lick and Charles J. Austin (Between 1978 & 1982)  1  31 
Scattered issues of GSC Dept. of English & Philosophy 
Newsletter, 1983-1986 
1  32 
Department evaluations   1  33 
Student evaluations   1  34 
Personal correspondence  1  35 
Memoir of Dr. Fielding Russell (handwritten)  1  36 
Little’s courses in English: lecture notes, syllabi, schedules, etc.  1  37 
Class handouts on ​Njal’s Saga  1  38 
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Notes on events of the 1960s  1  39 
Little’s article on ​Beowulf​: “Of Men the Mildest,” 1971  1  40 
“Spirit of Truth” Seminar, Dartmouth, 1975  1  41 
Papers from “Spirit of Truth,” Dartmouth, Summer 1975  1  42 
National Endowment for the Humanities summer stipend, 1979  1  43 
Iceland color photos with commentary, 1981  1  44 
Presentation at Medieval Forum, Plymouth State College, April 
1983 
1  45 
“Land of Ice and Fire,” GSC Museum, July 1988  1  46 
Essay on basic facts of Iceland   1  47 
Little essay. “Willful Women and the Dialectical Collisions of 
Njal’s Saga​” (Drafts) 
1  48 
“A Visit with Dow,” by Frederick Howard, Edward G. Little   1  49 
Essay or chapter on ​Grettir’s Saga   1  50 
Little essay on humanism in ​Njal’s Saga   1  51 
Phi Kappa Phi: Little’s Membership, May 1962  1  52 
Phi Kappa Phi activities, 1979-1987  1  53 
Phi Kappa Phi Committee of Correspondence, 1983-1986  1  54 
Phi Kappa Phi Correspondence, 1983-1986  1  55 
Phi Kappa Phi Issues of ​Newsletter​, 1984  1  56 
Phi Kappa Phi:  Little’s history of chapter, 1986  1  57 
Phi Kappa Phi: Little’s speeches on excellence (3)  1  58 
Phi Kappa Phi initiation ceremonies  1  59 
Phi Kappa Phi: Installation of a chapter & new members  1  60 










Retirement, 1984  2  1 
Narrative on 1985 (Ed & Anneliese)  2  2 
Little activities since retirement, 1988  2  3 
Donations to Henderson Library. 1989  2  4 
Medical insurance, 1990  2  5 
Diary, Summer 1990  2  6 
Christmas greetings, 1994  2  7 
Trust agreement  2  8 
Iceland maps and brochures   2  9 
Map of Norse voyages  2  10 
Iceland travel notes   2  11 
Various maps (not of Iceland)  2  12 
Icelandic Sagas: ​(with Bernard Solomon) complete text, some 
illustrations, advertisement from Boxwood Press 
2  13 
Icelandic Sagas ​first draft  2  14 










Icelandic Sagas ​footnotes to chapters   3  1 
Two stray portions of ​Icelandic Sagas  3  2 
Outline of book  3  3 
Introductory monograph: From ​Misty Legend to the Viking 
Settlements ​(6 drafts) 
3  4 
Monograph 2: ​From Seaway Connections to Saga Structure  3  5 
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complete draft 
Monograph 2: Footnotes and various sections  3  6 
Monograph 2: Drafts of different sections   3  7 
Monograph 3: ​Varlets, Vixens, and Villains in Narrative Structure 
complete draft I 
3  8 
Monograph 3: Complete draft II  3  9 
Monograph 3: Complete draft III  3  10 
Monograph 3: Drafts of various portions  3  11 
Monograph 3: Drafts of sections on ​Njal’s Saga  3  12 
Monograph 3: Drafts of sections on ​Grettir’s Saga and Egil’s Saga   3  13 
Monograph 3: Drafts of sections on ​The Laxdoela saga  3  14 
Monograph 3: Drafts of sections on ​Eyrbyggja Saga  3  15 
Monograph 4: ​Women in saga Action ​complete draft I  3  16 
Monograph 4: Complete draft II  3  17 
Monograph 4: Drafts of introduction and section on ​Njal’s Saga  3  18 
Monograph 4: Draft of section on ​The Laxdoela Saga  3  19 
Monograph 4: Draft of sections on ​Egil’s and Grettir’s Saga  3  20 
Monograph 4: Drafts of sections on ​Gisli’s Saga  3  21 
Monograph 4: Drafts of sections on ​Eyrbyggja Saga   3  22 
Monograph 5: ​Men of Nobility and Magnanimity ​complete draft  3  23 
Monograph 5: Drafts of introduction  3  24 
Monograph 5: Drafts of sections on ​Njal’s Saga, The Laxdoela 
Saga, ​and ​Gisli’s Saga  
3  25 
Monograph 5: Draft of section on ​Eyrbyggja Saga  3  26 












Various handwritten notes and drafts I  4  1 
Various handwritten notes and drafts II  4  2 
Various handwritten notes and drafts III  4  3 
Various handwritten notes and drafts IV  4  4 
Various handwritten notes and drafts V  4  5 
Various handwritten notes and drafts VI  4  6 
Various handwritten notes and drafts VII  4  7 
Various handwritten notes and drafts VIII  4  8 
Various handwritten notes and drafts IX  4  9 
Various handwritten notes and drafts X  4  10 
Various handwritten notes and drafts XI  4  11 
Various handwritten notes and drafts XII  4  12 
Various handwritten notes and drafts XIII  4  13 
Various handwritten notes and drafts XIV  4  14 
Various handwritten notes and drafts XV  4  15 














PhotoArchive box containing photograph slides and snapshots, mostly of 









Multimedia box containing Dr. Little’s thesis tapes and other various 
photographs  
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One unlabeled miniature tape  7 
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